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SOUTH ASIA: COVID-19 UPDATE: AT A GLANCE

Afghanistan recorded a total of 150,485 cases of coronavirus since the
beginning of the pandemic. Total death cases reported 6,908 as of 15 January.

Bangladesh reported 12 new deaths and 3,359 coronavirus cases on 14
January and has thus far recorded a total of 28,123 fatalities and 1,604,664
confirmed cases. Bangladesh has administered a total 137,578,252 Covid-19
vaccine doses, totaling 34.05% of the population.

Bhutan reported 36 new cases and no death as of 14 January. A total of
2,873 cases have been registered until 14 January, while 74.43% of Bhutan’s
population has been vaccinated.

India reported 380 deaths and 2,47,417 new coronavirus cases on 14
January, bringing the total number of cases to 36,317,927 while the total
number of deaths now stands at 485,131. Until 14 January, 47.39% of Indian
population has been vaccinated.

Maldives as of 15 January recorded 101,148 confirmed cases and 265
fatalities. 69.38% of the total population are fully vaccinated in the country.
Myanmar recorded 532,851 confirmed cases and 19,299 deaths as of 15
January.

Nepal on 15 January reported 3703 new coronavirus cases taking the
nationwide infection tally to 849,204. The countrywide death toll has reached
to 11,617 since the beginning of the pandemic.

Pakistan recorded a total of 4,286 new cases of coronavirus on 15
January. Total four fatalities were also recorded according to the reports on 15

January. The positivity ratio remained 8.16%.

Sri Lanka recorded 594,996 confirmed cases and 15,190 deaths as of 15
January. 63.59% of the total population are fully vaccinated.

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT:

WB INCREASED BANGLADESH'S GDP GROWTH PREDICTION TO 6.4%
IN FY-22; BANGLADESH BANK EXTENDED FOREIGN TRADE
TRANSACTION POLICY SUPPORT UNTIL JUNE 30; SUMMIT GROUP
TAKES NEW STEP ABROAD IN INDIAN POWER PLANT

Belying a gloomy economic outlook across the corona-afflicted globe, the World
Bank now forecasts an impressive growth for Bangladesh at a revised higher rate of
6.4 per cent. In its Global Economic Prospect (GEP) report, released on 12 January,
the WB revised upwards Bangladesh's gross domestic product (GDP) growth from
the level it had forecast six months before, now that the country's economic
recovery is on stream. The reset 6.4-per cent growth prospect is 1.3% higher than
its June 2021 projection.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Bank (BB) has extended policy support to next June 30
from December 31, 2021, for external trade transactions considering the pandemic
effect on economic activities. A central bank circular said that external trade
activities of the country are found changing gears to pick up. To facilitate a smooth
transition, the BB has decided to continue extended supports for trade transactions
to June 30. The foreign exchange policy department of the BB issued the
notification on 13 January.

On another note, a leading Bangladeshi private power company Summit has
acquired around one fourth of a power project of an Indian power company in
Tripura, marking the first footprint of any Bangladeshi company on investing in a
foreign power venture. Summit bagged 23.5% of the ONGC Tripura Power
Company (OTPC) in July last year committing to invest about US$50 million in its
750mw gas fired power plant in Tripura. Summit is now awaiting approval of the
central government. Chairman of Summit Group, Muhammed Aziz Khan said that
he thinks this would be the first, purchase by any Bangladeshi-owned company
investing in a power plant abroad, adding that he expected the shares would be
transferred to his company Summit India (Tripura) in a month or two.

https://bdnews24.com/economy/2021/11/24/bangladeshs-gdp-stands-at-411bn-
after-baseline-revision

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/bida-selects-11-sectors-to-woo-fdi-
mainly-from-15-countries-1637726634



AFGHANISTAN:

U.S. PROVIDING $308 MILLION IN HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
TO AFGHANISTAN; UN SEEKS $5 BILLION TO AID MILLIONS OF
AFGHANS; AFGHANISTAN’S FOREIGN MINISTER VISITED IRAN TO
DISCUSS REFUGEE AND ECONOMIC SITUATION

U.S. is providing $308 million in
humanitarian aid for the people of
Afghanistan, the National Security
Council (NSC) announced on 11
January, as well as additional Covid-
19 vaccine doses. The new
humanitarian assistance by USAID
will directly flow  through
independent humanitarian
organizations and help provide
lifesaving protection and shelter,
essential health care, winterization
assistance, emergency food aid,
water, sanitation, and hygiene
services in response to the growing
humanitarian needs exacerbated by
COVID-19 and healthcare shortages,
drought, malnutrition, and the
winter season,” NSC spokesperson
Emily Horne said in a statement.
The U.S. will also provide one
million additional Covid-19 vaccine
doses through COVAX, the global
vaccine sharing program. The U.S.
has provided $782 million in
humanitarian assistance to the
country, including the new aid, since
October 2021. Lawmakers have
urged the Biden administration to
take action to avert an economic
disaster in Afghanistan, proposing
measures that could provide relief.

The United Nations on 11 January
launched its biggest appeal for over
$5 billion to help 22 million
Afghans. The U.N. said the appeal
will be followed by a pledging
conference in mid-March. But a
number of nations announced new
funding, including an additional
$308 million from the United States
and $500,000 from Israel, and there

were indications that more funds
will be coming from other mainly
Western nations. U.N. humanitarian
chief Martin Griffiths, who called the
campaign the largest ever appeal,
said statements during the two-
hour hybrid launch event were
encouraging because there is a high
degree of consensus on the
increasingly desperate needs of the
Afghan people.

Afghanistan's Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi visited Iran on 15
January to discuss Afghan refugees
and a growing economic crisis, in
the first such trip to the neighboring
country since the Taliban took
power. Iran, like other nations, has
so far not recognized the new
government formed by the Taliban.
The visit aimed at discussions on
political, economic, transit and
refugee issues between Afghanistan
and Iran. Already host to millions of
Afghans and fearing a new influx,
Iran has sought to sketch a
rapprochement with the Taliban.

https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2022/1/11/us-to-give-
additional-308m-in-humanitarian-
aid-to-afghanistan

https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2022/1/11/un-wants-5-bn-aid
-for-afghanistan-in-2022

https://www.afghanistantimes.af/
muttagqi-visits-iran-for-talks-on-
refugees-economy/
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BANGLADESH:

PM HASINA: NO ALTERNATIVE TO RESEARCH FOR KEEPING PACE
WITH TECHNOLOGY; BANGLADESH, TURKEY SIGN NEW SECURITY
AND COUNTERTERRORISM DEAL; EU ASSURED CONTINUED TRADE
BENEFITS TO BANGLADESH AFTER LDC- GRADUATION

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
called for research-based knowledge
while giving importance to the
country's socioeconomic
development. She also called upon the
researchers to focus on basic and
practical research alongside exploring
unused resources. She viewed that
basic research as well as applied
research should be given importance.

In the meantime, Bangladesh and
Turkey on 8 January signed a
memorandum  of  understanding
(MoU) on security cooperation,
counterterrorism, and countering
drug trafficking. Bangladesh is the
fourth-largest weapon importer from
Turkey as in the first quarter of the
last year, Bangladesh imported $60
million worth of arms from Turkey.
Turkey is seeking closer ties with
Bangladesh as pat of Turkey’s Asia
Anew Initiative (ANI).

On another note, the European Union
(EU) has assured Bangladesh for
continued trade benefits after LDC-
graduation. The new head of the
delegation of EU to Bangladesh H.E.
Charles Whiteley assured this while
meeting with official of commerce

ministry. They also discussed
regarding next schedule of the
European Union-Bangladesh business
climate dialogue, diversification of
Bangladesh's export products,
extension of GSP benefits provided by
EU for Bangladesh; foreign
investment in Bangladesh's logistics

sector; organizing programs on
capacity  building, = e-commerce,
environment, compliance, market

access, continuing post-graduation
cooperation from LDC, etc.

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/
no-alternative-research-keeping-pace-
technology-pm-hasina-356839

https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/
bangladesh-turkey-sign-new-security-
and-counterterrorism-deal/

https://en.prothomalo.com/business/
local/eu-assures-continued-trade-
benefits-to-bangladesh-after-ldc-
graduation



INDIA:
WHITE HOUSE: INDIA, U.S. EXPECTED TO MOVE FORWARD ON
SET OFINITIATIVES IN 2022; DISQUIET IN NEW DELHI AFTER
UNSC AID RESOLUTION CUTS TALIBAN MORE SLACK

The White House has said on 10
January that India and the United
States are expected to move forward
on a wide-ranging set of initiatives
this year which include fight against
the pandemic, climate change, QUAD,
and new and emerging technologies.
White House Press Secretary Jen
Psaki told reporters that during
Narendra Modi’s visit in White
House last year, the two leaders laid
out their shared vision for U.S.-India
relationship and will continue to
work closely this year. She also said
that the U. S. focuses on
strengthening the deep ties between
its people and shared democratic
values that underpin the
relationship.

On another note, a UN Security
Council resolution on Afghanistan,
even though India voted in favor of it
last month, has created disquiet in
New Delhi. The resolution provides
an exemption from sanctions against
the Taliban to allow humanitarian
aid and saw Russia and China
successfully push for liberal terms of

engagement with the Kabul regime
with practically no conditions as it
gives the Taliban an effective “free
pass” on the questions of preventing
terrorist safe havens on its soil,
human rights including gender and
minority rights, the formation of an
inclusive government minority, and
on allowing unhindered access for
humanitarian work. India has
responded to Afghanistan’s crisis by
sending vaccines, life-saving drugs
and food grains. It has had two
public meetings with Taliban leaders
and is also said to be in backchannel
negotiations with sections of the
Taliban.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/
international/india-us-expected-to-
move-forward-on-set-of-initiatives-in-
2022-white-house/
article38232113.ece

https://indianexpress.com/article/
india/unsc-aid-taliban-slack-disquiet-
delhi-7713830/

MALDIVES:
NEWLY APPOINTED HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA TO
MALDIVES PAID A COURTESY VISIT TO FOREIGN MINISTER OF
MALDIVES, ABDULLAH SHAHEED; DISCUSSED STRENGTHENING

The Indian High Commissioner,
Munu Mahawar paid a courtesy call
on the Maldivian Foreign Minister,
Abdullah Shaheed on 11th January
2022, where the latter congratulated
and welcomed the High
Commissioner to the country. They
discussed strengthening the bi-
lateral relationship and exchanged
views on further elevating the
longstanding relations of both
countries and reviewing the ongoing
development projects funded

through Indian assistance as well as
other cooperation programs
coordinated between Maldives and
India. Mr. Mahawar assured his
strong commitment to work closely
with the government of Maldives to
strengthen the close relations
between the two governments.

https://raajjemv/112221
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MYANMAR:

CAMBODIA POSTPONES
DISAGREEMENTS;

Cambodia, the current chair of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), on 12th January, postponed a
meeting which was scheduled to be
held on 18th to 19th January of the
bloc’s Foreign Ministers. The decision
came after some ministers had
expressed “difficulties” in attending the
meeting. There has been assumed to be
a division in the bloc over how to deal
with the situation in Myanmar.

Earlier, Cambodia's Prime Minister,
Hun Sen held a two-day visit to
Myanmar from 7th to 8th January
2022. This was the first state-level visit
in Myanmar after the coup in February
2020.

Cambodia, as the chair of ASEAN,
believes in pragmatic engagement with
the regime in order to resolve the
political crisis prevailing in the country.
Foreign Minister of Cambodia, Prak
Sokhonn who happens to be ASEAN’s
Special Envoy for Myanmar
accompanying the PM stated on 8th
January that, Cambodia will approach
is a different approach to address the
crisis in Myanmar.

Last year, ASEAN took the
unprecedented step of sidelining the
Chief of the State Administration
Council, General Min Aung Hlaing, from
its leaders' summit over his failure to

ASEAN MEETING AMID MYANMAR
PRIME MINISTER OF CAMBODIA VISITED

implement a five-point peace plan to
end hostilities and start the inclusive
dialogue, which he had agreed to with
ASEAN.

China has expressed support for
Cambodia’s divisive diplomatic
initiative on Myanmar and further
appreciated Myanmar’s readiness to
create  favorable conditions for
ASEAN’s special envoy to fulfill his duty
and works toward effective alignment
between Myanmar’s five-point
roadmap and ASEAN’s Five-Point
Consensus. However, pro-democratic
people, civil society organizations, and
the right groups of Myanmar criticized
the visit. Many opined that the visit will
confer on Min Aung Hlaing as well as
his regime the legitimacy they have so
far failed to establish.

https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/
cambodia-postpones-asean-meeting-
amid-myanmar-disagreements/

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-
pacific/concern-asean-over-cambodia-
pms-myanmar-visit-malaysia-minister-
says-2022-01-13/

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/
analysis/china-backs-cambodias-much-
criticized-diplomatic-bid-in-
myanmar.html

NEPAL:
NEPAL’'S FOREIGN MINISTER NARAYAN KHADKA SPOKE TO
INDIA’S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER S JAISHANKAR; BOTH
AGREED TO BROADEN VISTAS OF BILATERAL COOPERATION

Nepal’s Foreign Minister Dr. Narayan
Khadka and his Indian counterpart
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar have
discussed ways to further enhance
mutual cooperation between the two
countries. According to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, various areas of
bilateral cooperation were discussed
during the telephone conversation
including their development
partnership and cooperation in the
COVID-19 pandemic. The two Ministers

also discussed ways to broaden the
scope of cooperation between the two
countries.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
india/nepal-foreign-minister-narayan-
khadka-and-eam-s-jaishankar-hold-
telephone-conversation-discuss-bilateral
-cooperation/
articleshow/88762261.cms
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PAKISTAN:
PAKISTAN'S NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY SEEKS PEACE WITH
INDIA & NO HOSTILITY FOR NEXT 100 YEARS

Pakistan’s first-ever National Security
Policy seeks peace with India and its
immediate neighbors while putting a
major focus on achieving economic
security for the country. The five-year
policy document, covering a period
between 2022 and 2026, has elaborated
plans to encourage two-way trade and
investment with India, albeit without a
final settlement of the Kashmir issue.
While some portions of the policy were
made public, the main document will
remain largely classified. Both India and

Pakistan are looking at a period of
normalizing trade and business ties.
Earlier this month, Pakistan’s National
Security Advisor (NSA) Moeed Yusuf had
said that economic security should be at
the core of the country’s security policy,
which was approved by the federal cabinet
in December 2021.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/
pakistan-security-policy-seeks-100-years-of
-peace-with-india-but-with-caveat/
articleshow/88864770.cms

SRI LANKA:
SRI LANKA APPEALED FOR DEBT BURDEN TO BE EASED BY CHINA
AMID THE ECONOMIC CRISIS; SEEKS NEW CHINA LOAN REJECTING

IMF BAILOUT

The Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi
was on a two-day official visit to Sri Lanka
from 8th to 9th January 2022, to mark the
sixty-fifth anniversary of the diplomatic
ties between the two countries.

The visit was scheduled at a time when
Sri Lanka was grappling with a severe
economic crisis. Food inflation increased
to 22%, the inflation rate rose to 12.1%
by the end of December 2021, the country
has a foreign debt of more than $7 billion
US dollars in 2022. According to the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, current Chinese
loans to Sri Lanka total around $3.38
billion, excluding loans to state-owned
businesses, which are accounted as
separate.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa requested
the visiting Foreign Minister, Wang Yi to
reschedule the debt payments owing to
the economic crisis following the
pandemic. Beijing was the biggest
bilateral lender to the island nation,
accounting for at least 10 percent of Sri

Lanka's external debt.

Sri Lanka ruled out the calls of local and
international economists to seek an
International Monetary Fund bailout and
debt restructure on 12th January 2022
and said that the country plans to seek
another loan from China to address an
economic crisis that has led to food and
fuel shortages.

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/asia/
news/sri-lanka-grapples-debt-chinese-
foreign-minister-visiting-discuss-bri-
2935571

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/
global-economy/news/sri-lanka-rejects-
imf-bailout-seeks-new-china-loan-2938241

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2022/jan/10/sri-lanka-appeals-to-
china-to-ease-debt-burden-amid-economic
-CTISIS



About Us

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute is a
non-profit, non-political research
centre. Established in October
2000, the Institute has established
for itself a reputation for excellence
in its research and advocacy work
focusing on the growth of private
enterprise in Bangladesh. The
Institute  promotes issues of
importance to the private sector
and seeks to initiate essential
measures and influence policy for
the development of a market-
oriented economy. Through the
promotion of sustainable growth in
domestic trade, commerce and
industry, BEI hopes to address the

enormous challenge for
Bangladesh in securing a fair share
of the global market.

BEI has a particular interest in the
support and growth of Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs),
which have the potential to be the
engine of economic growth in
Bangladesh. BEI also undertakes
research and policy advocacy
work focusing on the issues of
foreign policy and security,
particularly those of terrorism
impacting Bangladesh and South
Asia.

Being conscious of the enormous
challenge to securing a fair share
for Bangladesh in the global
market as well as to address
issues of trade and investment
promotion, the  Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute (BEI) was
established under the initiative of
some leading business
personalities of the country.
Salman F. Rahman, Deputy
Chairman of the BEXIMCO Group,
has been working as the
Chairman of the Board of
Governors, Ambassador Farooq
Sobhan, former Foreign Secretary
and Ambassador, and past
Executive Chairman of the Board
of Investment, has been working
as a Distinguished Fellow and
Member of the Board of
Governors of the institute and M
Humayun Kabir, former
Ambassador, has been working
as the President and Chief
Executive of the institute.

The institute is registered with
the Registrar of Joint Stock .
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DISCLAIMER

In compiling this weekly news update, BEI has attempted to include the most relevant news
accounts from the past week concerning South Asian Region. From time to time, news
beyond South Asia has also been included if it finds relevance on any issues to the region. We
recognize that some developments may have been overlooked, and that some sources may
not be viewed by all as credible or balanced. Inclusion of a news story and its summary does
not constitute any kind of endorsement or position taken by BEI, and the text and positions
included in the above are solely extracted from various news articles published in the print
media in various countries in South Asia and beyond. If you have any comments or feedback
for us regarding this digest, please email at bei@bol-online.com. For more information about

BEI and our work, please visit https://www.bei-bd.org/

Contact Us

Phone :

+(88 02) 2222 62645
+(88 02) 2222 92662
+(88 02) 2222 96805
+(88 02) 2222 92663

Fax: +(8802) 2222 88583
Email : bei@bol-online.com

Address 1:
Apt.: 2B, House: 2D, Road: 73-G, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh

Address 2 :
Ground Floor, House No. 3/A, Road No. 84, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh

; ; B EI Bangladesh Enterprise
AR Institute





